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Power Key: Lambano 
Donald Mann 

 

Lambano: (Strong’s NT 2983, pronounced: lam-ban’-o) 

This Greek word means to hold onto like a man would hold onto a life preserver when overboard in a 

raging sea. It is often translated “receive” in the KJV. Here it means to “receive” as if you were a football 

player trying to catch a ball in the middle of a group of strong defenders. You catch it and the defenders 

now try to knock and grab the ball from your hand so you must defend and keep the ball in your hands 

as you run toward the goal. Another meaning is to carry a very heavy item, like a very heavy bucket, and 

carry it no matter how far or difficult the ground, and deliver it full and on time.  

This word is a key part of the mysteries of God as revealed by Jesus. There is nothing casual about 

lambano; it is an intense work describing intense action and commitment, or single-minded purpose. 

Look at the way this word is used in the parable of the sower and the seed. Before we look at the 

parable, first look at the preamble where Jesus stresses how important this parable is for your success in 

God. 

Matt 13:11 “He (Jesus) answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the 

mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be 

given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even 

that he hath. 13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they 

hear not, neither do they understand. 14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By 

hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 15 For 

this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; 

lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with 

their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: 

and your ears, for they hear. 17 For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have 

desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye 

hear, and have not heard them.”  

This preamble to the parable tells us how critical it is to understand and live this parable of the Sower 

and the Seed. Mark 4:11 “And he (Jesus) said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the 

kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: 12 that seeing 

they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they 

should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. 13 And he said unto them, Know ye not 

this parable? and how then will ye know all parables?” This in verse 11 Jesus says this is the secret of the 

Kingdom of God and in verse 13, if you do not understand this parable, how will you understand the 
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others? So this is a fundamental principle of life with God on this earth. Which is why the use of 

lambano  here is so important. 

Note the other Greek words for receive mean to insert deep as putting seed into the ground, or to hold 

onto, lambano, with joy, gladness and delight. In all cases it is not passive, but requires participation of 

the one who wants the fruit of the Word of God. 

Matt 13:18 “Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 19 When any one heareth the word of the 

kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was 

sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side. 20 But he that received the seed into 

stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy lambano/receiveth it; 21 yet hath 

he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the 

word, by and by he is offended. 22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the 

word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh 

unfruitful. 23 But he that received (with diligent gladness, joy and meekness) seed into the good ground 

is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”  

And again: Mark 4:16 “And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they 

have heard the word, immediately lambano/receive it with gladness.” Notice it is the combination of 

lambano with gladness that draws the attack of the enemy. Thus holding tight with gladness, delight, 

and joy are major elements to bringing the Word to fruitage. The big message to me is that when you 

start to believe God for anything, you are now in a battle. For all those who say, “This is easy, it must be 

God,” I suggest you go read this key to the Kingdom one more time. If it is easy, rejoice. If it is hard, 

rejoice and proclaim the promise you are lambano-ing with vigor.  

See James 1 for more on this. First we are to count it all joy trials, tests and tribulation because we are 

proclaiming God’s promise over that situation. Then notice the definition of how to agape love God. 

James 1:12 “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the 

crown of zoe/life, which the Lord hath promised to them that agape/love him.” In terms of the parable 

of the Sower and the Seed, the one who continues to lambano  with gladness and joy is the one who 

brings forth abundance and demonstrates actually agape loving God.  

This is included in this scripture: James 1:21 “Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of 

naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to sozo/save your souls. 22 

But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” And that first level of 

doing is the count it all joy, and therefore doing the acts of joy, knowing you will bear fruit and see the 

goodness of the Lord as you agape love God by holding onto His Word rather than the evil circumstance 

you are in. 
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You do the agape love of God and for God when you hold on to, lambano with gladness the promise, 

until victory. Lambano is the ultimate command to stay in gladness, meekness (no argument with God) 

and joy, and not give up on God. For you the promise of 100, 60 and 30 fold abundance can be had. 

For those who do this the promise is: Rom 8:28 “And we know that all things (that God has given and 

you lambano in the face of evil trials by walking the Word of the Gospel of Christ in you the hope of glory) 

work together for good to them that agape/love God, to them who are the called according to his 

purpose.” There is no fruit and no good to those who do not lambano with gladness and meekness.  

Many have held onto, lambano, this Rom 8:28 scripture as their only hope in God, and those who have 

done this do get the fruit. Most have done it out of religious obstinacy, or lambano, and not 

understanding, but they got the fruit because what matters is what you do, even if your theology is not 

quite complete. 

The use of lambano in the Sower and Seed parable indicates holding onto the promise of God, the word 

of God, no matter what, else you do not bear the fruit of God. Since the devil’s primary weapon is to 

tempt us to hold back or doubt, we must hold on with righteous confession the truths of the new 

creation. Heb 3:1 “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and 

High Priest of our profession (confession-agreeing what God has said is true), Christ Jesus;” Heb 13:15 

“By him (Jesus) therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our 

lips giving thanks (or making confession) to (and by) his name.” And thus fulfill: Philem 6 “That the 

communication of thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing which is in 

you in Christ Jesus.” Thus we lambano the new creation truths by confessing, agreeing out loud with 

what God has said, including every good thing we have in Jesus Christ to make our faith effective in 

bringing Heaven to Earth right now in this life. As we make these confessions, Jesus, our High Priest and 

Apostle-messenger, will manifest Himself in and through us more and more. 

Consider this passage: John 1:12 “But as many as lambano/received him, to them gave he power-

authority to become (operate as) the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13 Which 

were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” Notice the level 

of Christ-like authority is dependent on how well the born-again Christian lambanos the word of God 

against all resistance, apparent defeats, and supposed delay in God’ answer. 

The great promise of walking with God to fulfill His purpose, our destiny of bringing the Kingdom of God 

to earth, is found in lambano.  Rom 5:17 “For if by one man's offence death reigned as king to enforce 

the law of sin and death by one; much more they which lambano/receive abundance of grace and of 

the gift of righteousness shall reign as kings for Jesus in zoe-life by one, Jesus Christ.)”  

If we want to walk as God’s kings we must lambano His word of righteousness. James 1:21 “Wherefore 

lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and lambano/receive with meekness the 
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engrafted word , which is able to save your souls.” This puts us right back into the parable of the sower 

of the seed in Matt 13, Mark 4 and Luke 8.  

Matt 13:18 “Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 19 When any one heareth the word of the 

kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was 

sown in his heart. This is he which lambano-received seed by the way side. 20 But he that received the 

seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy lambano/receiveth it; 

21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth 

because of the word, by and by he is offended. 22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he 

that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and 

he becometh unfruitful. 23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, 

and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty.” 

The understanding here is not just to lambano with joy, but to know that the Word will be attacked. The 

amount of “root” is measured by how much offense and distraction you can withstand and lambano  the 

Word to success. 

We highly recommend you get our Power Trilogy to further accelerate your growth in Christ 

http://covenantpeaceministries.com/Book_Store.html 

For a stronger foundation for faith we recommend starting with Discovering Our Redemption. 

 

RESOURCES THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

Materials to help you grow in Christ and make it easier than you think. 

 

Get the entire Power Trilogy: 

http://covenantpeaceministries.com/Book_Store.html   

http://covenantpeaceministries.com/Book_Store.html
http://covenantpeaceministries.com/Book_Store.html
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OK, God, Now What? 

Activating His Ancient Secrets for Success 

How to renew your mind for more power with God 

This book shows the Bible principles that are changing top sports, sales, business and Christian 

leaders, and ordinary people to Godly success in every part of life. 

Experience peace of mind, clarity, purpose, health, wealth and a better life. In just 21, 40 or 90 days 

you will see dramatic results. 
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For the new Christian - get started right; for the mature Christian - get revelation, a new fire and 

peace like you’ve only dreamed of. 

Book website: www.OkGodNowWhat.com  

 

 

Discovering Our Redemption 

How to Be Transfomred By The 50 Days that Changed the Universe 

Experience the confidence as you know what Jesus did in each step of the process of the critical last 

50 days of His minstry 2000 years ago. 

Feel your faith rise as you take these historical facts and use them for the foundatoin fo your faith 

just like the Apostles did. 

This book shows what Jesus did from the Last Supper to the Day of Pentecost and how to apply 

these historical facts to greater growth in God. 

Feel you r faith rise as you take these historical facts and use them for the foundation of your faith 

just like the Apostles did.  

http://covenantpeaceministries.com/Book_Store.html 

 

 

Battle Prayer for Healing, Field Manual 2 

Releasing God’s Healing Power When You Need It. 

This book is a step by step scriptural guide on how to pray so God can heal through you. 

Use this book as a spiritual first aid kit in times of trouble, as a tool for a more effective ministry, 

and as a study guide so you can grow in Christ and the power of Holy Spirit. For Christians at every 

level, Battle Prayer for Divine Healing, Field Manual 2 is for you! 

Hundreds of healing scriptures to empower your confessions. 

http://www.okgodnowwhat.com/
http://covenantpeaceministries.com/Book_Store.html
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http://covenantpeaceministries.com/Book_Store.html  

 

 

 

FREE RESOURCES 

There are numerous other free resources at our website as well as the book store for these books in 

print, audio and digital formats. 

 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

Help us make a difference and get our books into the hands of people who need them. Order 10 or 

more and give them away. 

 

QUANTITY ORDERS INVITED 

Join the others who are using our bulk pricing program for all items.  They make excellent gifts, book 

reading club, Bible study, outreach, half-way house and drug recovery, entrepreneur and business 

development program resources.  

Please email us at Info@CovenantPeaceMinistries.com for details. 

 

http://covenantpeaceministries.com/Book_Store.html
mailto:Info@CovenantPeaceMinistries.com

